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MINISTER FOR MENTAL HEALTH � KIMBERLEY VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Mental Health) [9.05 am]: I inform members in this house about my 
inaugural visit by a Minister for Mental Health to the Kimberley. This tour also incorporated meetings relating to 
my second portfolio�water�which I will address at another time. The visit provided an opportunity to hear 
about the mental health and drug and alcohol support services that are available in the region. 

During the visit I met with Indigenous leaders and community members in Kununurra and Wyndham, and I 
congratulate Ngnowar Awah and the Ord Valley Aboriginal Health Service for the wonderful work they are 
doing in the region. Discussions with the mental health and drug and alcohol team and hospital staff left me with 
no doubt that these services face very difficult challenges, not the least of which are those created by the vastness 
of the Kimberley and the distances to be negotiated when delivering services.  

I will not pretend to have the panacea for these issues, but I assure members that I will be working with local 
health care providers and communities in an endeavour to overcome these challenges. I received the same 
message everywhere I went: there is a culture of consuming alcohol to excess, which is the greatest factor 
impacting on the communities throughout the Kimberley. The delivery of support services is hampered while 
this culture continues. National and international research shows us that alcohol restrictions are essential to limit 
the harmful behaviour of excessive liquor consumption. 

Key findings from the Fitzroy Crossing report on the impact of alcohol restrictions show that the liquor 
restriction in Fitzroy Crossing has had positive results on the community and many of the key services. 
Restricting alcohol can offer people and communities an opportunity to change their behaviour and the way 
alcohol is being consumed, to improve safety and reduce the level of harm. However, liquor restrictions are not 
the complete solution to the health and social issues in the Kimberley. 

It is with this in mind that I have initiated a review of drug and alcohol treatment services and programs provided 
by the WA Drug and Alcohol Office and other state agencies, including Health; Mental Health; Racing, Gaming 
and Liquor; and Indigenous Affairs. This will be done with a view to developing a region-wide approach to 
alcohol management. The review will assess the need for additional treatment and counselling services identified 
by local Indigenous community members, and will work to develop a whole-of-region alcohol management plan. 
It is important to fill the vacuum left in communities after the alcohol restrictions have been put in place. The 
people must be given something to do and be engaged with. The communities must be supported in all sorts of 
ways to make members of the community active. 

In addition, I have assured the communities in the region that the state government will work closely with 
Aboriginal health groups to develop suicide prevention strategies as a matter of urgency. These will be 
developed within the structure of the statewide suicide prevention action strategy. 
 


